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Alpina Foods Investing $15 Million and Creating 50 
Jobs in the Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region
alpina Foods, one of the most recognized dairy companies in 
the world and a leading dairy producing company in Colombia 
and south america, has decided to open its fi rst specialty yogurt 
manufacturing plant in the United states. alpina plans to create 50 
jobs at the new dairy manufacturing plant that will be constructed 
in the Genesee Valley agri-Business Park in Batavia, n.Y.

“We chose the park because of the skilled workforce, proximity to milk supply, ability to reach our 
target markets, and the longstanding tradition of dairy and agriculture within Western new York,” said 
alpina Foods CEo Julian Jaramillo. “It is an optimal location for our fi rst United states specialty yogurt 
manufacturing facility.”

“We’ve been waiting for exactly the right moment to make a major push into the U.s. market, and now we 
have fi nally found the right location to achieve our strategic goals,” said Alpina Foods Managing Director 
Carlos Ramirez Zavarce. 

Established by two swiss entrepreneurs in 1945, alpina runs nine industrial facilities across Colombia, 
Venezuela and Ecuador, and has a commercial presence in more than 12 countries.

“alpina will be operating with local dairy farmers, milk cooperatives and vendors along the value chain 
to enhance our operations,” said Ramirez. “We are very interested in working with local retailers such as 
Wegmans, tops and other supermarket chains.”

alpina will be eligible for incentives from the following new York state agencies: Empire state 
Development Corporation, which will be providing Excelsior Jobs Program benefi ts; offi ce of Community 
Renewal; and the Department of Labor. the Genesee County Economic Development Center (GCEDC) and 
the town of Batavia will also provide local incentives.

 “there are signifi cant food processing assets available throughout Western new York, including our 
extensive milk supply and abundance of fresh water,” said Greater Rochester Enterprise President and 
CEO Mark S. Peterson. “These agricultural assets, coupled with proximity to major metropolitan areas, will 
certainly accelerate alpina Foods’ penetration of the U.s. market.”

“a foreign direct investment such as alpina’s into a new specialty yogurt manufacturing facility is an 
enormous win for Western new York and the entire state,” said GCEDC President and CEo steve Hyde. “I 
have been impressed with alpina’s products, quality control, and socially responsible business practices. 
We welcome them into our community and are confi dent that they will be prosperous here in new York.”
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General Motors Invests $100 Million in Greater Rochester Region
General Motors recently announced it will invest 
$100 million to purchase tooling and equipment, 
and add 30 jobs at the GM Components Holdings, 
LLC (GMCH) Operations in Rochester, N.Y. According 
to New York State Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, 
GMCH, LLC’s Rochester operation won the project 
over a sister plant in the Midwest.

“To say that New York is open for business is an understatement—and this 
announcement just proves the point,” said Cuomo. “For generations, General 
Motors has provided quality products and good jobs for New Yorkers, and this 
move builds on the company’s historic legacy in this state.”

“This investment stems from teamwork with New York’s Empire State 
Development Corporation, Rochester Gas and Electric, and a new agreement 
with the UAW,” said GM Vice President of Labor Relations Cathy Clegg. “Through 
these types of successful partnerships, we’re competitively keeping this 
work in the United States and maintaining jobs right here in Rochester.” 

GMCH Rochester Operations opened in 1939 and provides components to 
support several GM products built in the U.S., Canada, Mexico, South Korea, 
China, Australia, and Brazil. The 30 new jobs will be added to an existing 
workforce of 826 hourly and salaried employees at the Rochester facility.

Solar Company Establishes R&D Center at Eastman Business Park

GE Increases Manufacturing 
Capabilities in Rochester, N.Y.

General Electric (GE) recently announced it is investing 
more than $2 million in technology to increase 

manufacturing capabilities at its Rochester, 
N.Y. facility. The new advanced surface mount 
technology line will produce printed circuit boards— 
the “brains” of GE radios that collect and transmit 

mission critical data for industrial applications such 
as gas pipeline monitoring and advanced metering 

infrastructure backhaul—helping improve the efficiency 
and reliability of systems throughout the world. This investment is expected to 
add 15 new jobs to the existing 200-plus jobs at the Rochester location.

“GE has a long history in the state of New York, and we continue to see it 
as a great place to invest in our operations and our employees,” said Luke 
Clemente, general manager, metering and sensing systems—digital energy for 
GE Energy Services. “We’ve been very pleased with our success in Rochester. 
It has a desirable quality of life and stability that enables us to attract talent. 
The city’s strong higher education presence also adds to the talent pool. As a 
result, we’ve been able to attract employees who have an excellent work ethic, 
are extremely productive, and possess a great skill set for our needs.

M5 Networks to Double the Amount 
of Employees in Rochester
M5 Networks, the market leader in unified communications and hosted, 
managed VoIP, recently announced plans for its expansion in Rochester, 
including the acquisition of Callfinity, a leading contact center software 
provider and one of Inc. 5000’s fastest growing U.S. companies.

“As a part of M5 Networks, we continue to show our commitment to 
Rochester,” said Jeff Valentine, former Callfinity president & CEO and 
now senior vice president of product marketing at M5. “Technology 
businesses are a high priority here. Rochester offers us considerable 
savings over other urban areas and access to technology graduates 
from several esteemed colleges and universities.

Callfinity’s current employees will share the company’s former 
headquarters on 300 State Street with M5 Networks’ staff, doubling 
the number of full-time M5 employees in Rochester. As a result of 
both companies’ strong year-over-year sales, M5 Networks expects to 
hire an additional 22 full-time employees before the end of the year. 
The positions will be comprised primarily of technical support, project 
management, software development, and product marketing.

After a four month search, Natcore Technology, 
Inc., has decided to establish the Natcore Research 
and Development Center at Eastman Business 
Park in Rochester, N.Y. 

The Rochester location was selected over several 
other finalists throughout the country for its 
highly skilled talent pool and thin-film expertise. 
In addition, Upstate New York currently holds 
the second highest number of renewable energy 
patents in the world. 

The R&D Center will enable Natcore to 
accelerate its development of thin-film 
solar cells and tandem solar cells using 
the company’s proprietary liquid phase 
deposition (LPD) technology. The thin-

film cells could halve the cost of producing solar 
energy, and the super-efficient tandem cells could 
double the power output of today’s most efficient 
commercial solar cells. 

“Rochester will give us access to Kodak’s 
considerable prowess in thin-film technology 
and much of the infrastructure we will require,” 
said Natcore President and CEO Chuck Provini. “In 
addition, we can tap into expertise at Rochester’s 
distinguished universities.”

Natcore signed a lease for dedicated office and 
laboratory facilities in Building #82 of the Kodak 
Research Laboratories at Eastman Business Park, 
including two equipped labs, a clean room, and 
administration offices. It will also house the first 
production model of Natcore’s intelligent LPD 
processing station for growing an antireflective 
coating on silicon wafers in the process of 
manufacturing solar cells. 

The opening of the new R&D Center will include 
the addition of eight jobs, comprised primarily 
of chemists and chemical engineers, electrical 
engineers, materials scientists, and technicians.



Rochester, N.Y. - Best City in the U.S. For Commuters
Kiplinger’s recently ranked Rochester, N.Y. the number one city in the United States for 
commuters. With an average drive time of 20.4 minutes to and from work, and a typical 
drive of 10.23 miles, life in Rochester includes plenty of time with family and increased 
productivity at work. 

To see the money companies save by having their employees spend less time in  
traffic, check out Greater Rochester Enterprise’s commute time calculator at  
http://RochesterBiz.com/living/transportation.

A shorter commute and lack of heavy traffic also means more efficient use of fuel– 
Rochester area drivers only use 11 gallons of fuel per year compared to the national 
average of 28 gallons. Greater Rochester Enterprise recently rode along with David 
Mammano, founder/CEO of Next Step Publishing and BackToLearn.com, as he made his 
daily six-minute commute to work. A video of David driving to work and discussing the 
business and quality of life benefits of short commute times is available at  
www.YouTube.com/rochesterbiz.

President’s Message
What do yogurt, 

automobiles, health 

imaging and wireless 

network solutions have in 

common? Companies from 

each of these industries 

recently decided to make 

the Greater Rochester, N.Y. 

Region a major part of  

their business  

growth strategies.

In 2011, we’ve seen promising signs for the region’s 

economy. Local companies are investing in infrastructure 

and hiring more people. New companies are expanding. 

Emerging businesses are flourishing. All of these 

factors are working together to create an ideal economic 

development environment. During one week in April alone, 

there were four major expansion announcements: Alpina 

Foods choosing Genesee County for the location of its first 

U.S.-based manufacturing operation; General Motors and 

General Electric each investing in their local facilities; and 

Carestream Health’s decision to expand its operation in 

Rochester. This represents a creation of 115 new jobs and 

$120 million in new capital investment. In addition to the 

attraction of new companies and the expansion of existing 

ones, M5 acquired Callfinity to become an even stronger 

force in global communications.

While Alpina Foods is not yet a household name in our 

region, it is a leading yogurt manufacturer based in 

Bogata, Colombia. Alpina follows a string of other foreign 

companies—including Barilla, Quintel Technology,  

Intrinsiq Materials, and Omni ID—that recognize the 

exceptional workforce and quality of life that make the 

Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region such an attractive location to 

live and work. 

The diversity of our local industries and the innovations 

coming out of our companies and universities have helped 

our area successfully weather the national economic 

downturn. Currently, GRE is managing 17 active projects 

representing the potential for 4,300 jobs and $719 million 

in capital investment. This project volume is double the 

amount GRE was managing two years ago. Rising interest 

in the region proves Rochester is a very attractive location, 

and that bodes well for more exciting local economic news 

announcements in the future.

Best Regards,
Mark S. Peterson
President & CEO
Greater Rochester Enterprise

The International Business Council of Greater Rochester, N.Y. is hosting the Upstate 
New York Trade Conference Tuesday, June 21 – Thursday, June 23 at Genesee 
Community College in Batavia, N.Y. National Grid is the title sponsor. The conference, 
held in conjunction with the United States Department of Commerce and the District 
Export Council, will provide detailed information and insight into international topics 
and compliance matters that are fundamental areas for companies involved in trade.

On June 21, there will be export and import tracks to include letters of credit, foreign 
trade zones, classification, INCOTERMS, and supply chain management. On June 22, 
advanced discussions on EAR/ITAR will provide insight for companies to comply with 
the regulations. The last day provides an opportunity for companies to have one-on-
one appointments with the speakers. The Upstate NY Trade Conference will provide 
local resources needed for businesses to succeed in international trade. For more 
information and to register, go to www.UpstateNYTradeConference.com or contact IBC 
Executive Director Laurie DeRoller at 585-530-6220. 


