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Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region Leads United States in Job Growth

Business Facilities magazine, a leading national trade publication targeted at site selectors, has ranked
the Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region first on the list of Job Growth Leaders in its 2011 Metro Rankings.
The list measures job growth in mid-sized metropolitan statistical areas. A government survey of
employment indicated the Rochester, N.Y. area posted the most significant percentage increase in
employment in the mid-sized category in the 12-month period between April 2010 and April 2011. The
region, which also leads New York State in private-sector job growth on a percentage basis, falls into the
mid-sized category based on overall average employment.

“The Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region’s economic health can be measured by business attraction,
expansion, job creation and investment in this community,” said Greater Rochester Enterprise
President and CEQ Mark S. Peterson. “It’s great that Business Facilities recognizes the excellent
progress being made here. We have been able to withstand some of the recession’s impact because
of a diverse local economy that is seeing growth in healthcare, education, technology and food and
beverage manufacturing.”

In the same issue, Genesee County was ranked third on Business Facilities’ list of Top 5 Food Processing
Industry Growth leaders in the United States. The completion of the Genesee Valley Agri-Business Park and
the announcement of Colombia-based Alpina Foods, LLC's decision to build its first U.S. manufacturing plant
at the Park underscores the strength of the area’s food and beverage manufacturing sector.

“We have strategically invested in building an infrastructure for food and dairy processing companies,”
said Genesee County Economic Development Center President and CEO Steve Hyde. “Our region has seen
tremendous growth in this sector, including the new Alpina Foods plant, an expansion at 0-AT-KA Milk
Products, and Yancey’s Fancy moving forward with new enterprises.”

The region’s job growth also factored into The Brookings Institution’s recent report ranking Rochester,
N.Y’s economy as one of the Top 20 Strongest Performing Metro Areas in the country. Rochester, N.Y. is
one of only nine metros to be consistently ranked in the Top 20 in the past two and a half years.

Additionally, Natcore Technology, Quintel Technology, Omni-ID and Intrinsiq Materials have entered

the Greater Rochester Region’s market within the last year. Other companies including LiDestri Food &
Beverage, Kraft Foods, General Motors, General Electric and M5 Networks have all announced plans for
local expansion.

Business Facilities Editor in Chief Jack Rogers cited several reasons for the area’s strong showing in this
year’s rankings.

“This excellent result reflects the diversity of the employment base in the Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region,
which encompasses a burgeoning medical sector, food processing giants and alternative energy
innovators,” said Rogers. “With its nexus of world-class universities and research facilities, a skilled
workforce, and great quality of life, Rochester has built a solid foundation for future growth.”

A complete list of the Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region’s rankings from Business Facilities and other national
publications is available at RochesterBiz.com.



10 Greater Rochester Region Companies Partner to Launch

Karma® Wellness Water

Rochester-based Karma Culture LLC
has launched a new line of natural,
nutrient-enhanced water called Karma
Wellness Water. There are five varieties
of the drink, and each one of them is
designed to provide tangible benefits to
health and wellness: “Mind” for sharper

thinking (orange mango); “Body” for
fitness acceleration (raspberry guava
jackfruit); “Spirit” for mood elevation (passionfruit green tea); “Balance”
for an immunity boost (acai pomberry); and “Vitality” for healthy hydration
(pineapple coconut]. All varieties contain at least 110 percent of the
recommended daily allowances of vitamins A, B3-Niacin, B5-Pantothenic
Acid, B6,B12,Dand E.

“Consumers need to know that after just 90 days on a shelf, premixed drinks
can have only 30 to 50 percent of their vitamins remaining,” said Karma
Culture LLC CEO and Cofounder CJ Rapp. “We are bringing freshness back to the
consumer and truly transforming water into wellness—one bottle at a time.”

The driving force behind Karma is the fact that vitamins deteriorate in water,
causing premixed vitamin drinks to lose their strength over time. Karma’s
proprietary KarmaCap Technology uses a hermetic (airtight] seal between
the cap and base to keep vitamins and other essential ingredients protected
and separate from water until it’s time to drink.

The creation of Karma Wellness Water was made possible by the collaboration
of local business leaders in Rochester, including: Karma Culture LLC, ValTech,
Hammer Packaging, Martino Flynn, The Bonadio Group, Wright Wisner
Distributing Corp., OutSource, CDS Manufacturing, Branson Ultrasonics, and
The Idea Works.

“l was very impressed with Karma’s innovative, best-in-class, airtight
packaging design which insures product freshness and maximum vitamin
potency,” said ValTech President Jim Gaffney. “Better yet, its creative design
concept makes it simple for the consumer to understand and enjoy the
preparation process - the Karma experience - just pull the tab, push the
button and shake.”

LiDestri Food & Beverage Makes Multimillion Dollar Investment

The Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region
° V. continues to bolster its strength in the

[’peffr' food and beverage industry with recent

expansions by Alpina Foods, Kraft Foods

and, most recently, a multimillion dollar
investment by LiDestri Food & Beverage. A premier manufacturer of sauces,
dips, salsas and spirits, LiDestri has announced plans to further expand its
local presence by consolidating East Coast sauce operations in Rochester, N.Y.
In order to accommodate the business and the rapidly growing spirits division,
the company plans to invest $40 million and create nearly 250 new jobs.

John LiDestri, president of the company, cites the Greater Rochester, N.Y.
Region’s employee base and location among the many reasons he chose to
expand locally.

“The phenomenal talent and innovative spirit of the workforce is the area’s
best resource. Plus, the proximity to major markets without major market
costs is a big advantage for us.”

LiDestri Food & Beverage estimates that it feeds more than six million people
per day, shipping more than 40 million cases of sauces and dips every year.

MSN Real Estate Names Greater Rochester, N.Y. Region

msn® " “Most Livable Bargain Market”

MSN Real Estate and Bert Sperling of Sperling’s Best Places evaluated the
most affordable markets within the United States’ 100 largest metropolitan
areas and found Rochester, N.Y. to be the most livable bargain market in the
United States.

Rochester, N.Y. topped MSN Real Estate’s “Most Livable Bargain Markets”
list because of its affordability, big-city culture, highly educated population,
picturesque scenery, affordable housing and an expanding high-tech job base.

"It's not any one thing growing the economy now; it's all of these things,”
says Greater Rochester Enterprise President and CEQ Mark S. Peterson in
MSN’s story.

Avideo of Peterson discussing the ranking is available at GRE’s YouTube
channel, YouTube.com/RochesterBiz.




Rochester Precision Optics Doubling Local Workforce
/'\ Rochester Precision Optics (RPQ) recently announced it
R PO willinvest $10.7 million to expand its facilities in Henrietta,
S ‘ retaining 144 jobs and creating 151 new jobs. Empire State
. _ Development aided in the expansion by committing to a
SRR TS ot 6150 el i s i Bouiy e lndusiclel
Development Agency (COMIDA) provided a property tax abatement through its JobsPlus

program. To accommodate the expansion, RPO will add 43,000 square feet of new space
to its existing 64,500-square-foot facility.

“New York State is a leader in optics and imaging and we are committed to maintaining
and expanding businesses in this industry,” said Empire State Development President,
CEQ & Commissioner Kenneth Adams. “Companies like Rochester Precision Optics see the
value in our highly skilled workforce, manufacturing base and existing infrastructure.”

Previously known as Kodak Optical Imaging Systems, RPO manufactures optical
components and assemblies used in a wide variety of commercial, military and industrial
systems, utilizing proprietary technology that was previously developed at Kodak.

“Our growth is the direct result of the hard work and dedication of our tremendously
talented workforce,” said RPO President and CEQ William Hurley. “We will continue to
invest and expand capacity as necessary to meet the increasing demands of our highly
valued customers.”

EarthLink Acquires Logical Solutions,
Invests $12 Million

Atlanta-based EarthLink, Inc. recently announced a $12
million investment over the next three years to move its
local Rochester, N.Y. operations to a 65,000-square-foot
facility in the brand new Alexander Park complex. EarthLink
also announced the acquisition of local data center and
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County Executive Maggie  EarthLink Chairman and CEO Rolla Huff says this
Brooks and EarthLink investment retains 400 jobs in the Greater Rochester,
Chairman & CEOD Rolla Huff. N.Y. Region and includes a strategic acquisition of
LogicalSolutions’ cloud computing business.

web-hosting firm LogicalSolutions.net.

“The new EarthLink building will allow us to work more efficiently and cost-effectively,
which will benefit our company, our customers and our employees,” said Huff. “The
workforce here is one of the most talented in the country, which is why we wanted to
remain here in Rochester and have access to additional talent.”

EarthLink’s 400 Rochester-based employees were also top-of-mind in the decision to
move to Alexander Park, Huff added. Employees will now have access to plenty of free,
covered parking, resulting in an average annual increase of $335 in pay. The new facility
will house customer care, sales, information technology, service delivery, engineering,
finance and human resources departments.

“In today’s global economy, companies have the opportunity to conduct business
anywhere in the world and EarthLink’s decision to move operations here speaks
volumes about the strength of our local economy and highly skilled workforce,” said
Monroe County Executive Maggie Brooks.




